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SHOULDER REPLACEMENT

òMany people know someone with an artificial 

knee or hip joint. Shoulder replacement is less 

common. But it is just as successful in relieving 

joint pain.



SHOULDER REPLACEMENT

òToday, many surgeons use shoulder 

replacement surgery. About 23,000 people 

have the surgery each year.



SHOULDER REPLACEMENT

òThe shoulder is a ball-and-socket joint.

ò In a normal shoulder, the rounded end of the 

upper arm bone (head of the humerus) glides 

against the small dish-like socket (glenoid) in 

the shoulder blade (scapula).

òThese joint surfaces are normally covered with 

smooth cartilage.
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òAnatomy


